
Lessons and Truths from Session 4 
 

01) When you let a student be who s/he is meant to be, you take away 
pre-conceived notions of success. (SURFice dog video clip) 

02) Collaboration, in the form of co-teaching, is the joint presentation of 
instruction by equally credentialed professionals. (evidenced by the 
collaboration of Yo Yo Ma and James Taylor in their version of Here 
Comes the Sun) 

03) When I say that I know something about autism, what I really mean to 
say is that I know about one person who has autism or 5-6 students 
who have autism. (K-W-L chart about autism spectrum disorder) 

04) Teachers can use a “differentiation matrix” to help plan how a lesson 
can be modified to meet the learning needs of ALL students in the 
classroom. (differentiation matrix blank and samples) 

05) The data are neutral.  Our values and beliefs help shape the 
interpretation of the data we collect.  (SCRABBLE scores) 

06) Engagement is enhanced when either/both the teacher and/or 
student bring interests from their out-of-school activities into their 
assessment/instruction/curriculum. (chess) 

07) When a community of learners/teachers meets to focus on a 
common challenge, their efforts can result in a bonding of like values 
and areas of concern. (Norwich Free Academy – efforts to eliminate 
the “R” word) 

08) Teachers can embed assessment into the learning process when 
projects/products become the vehicle of student expression. (stealth 
assessment article) 

09) Sometimes, the best way to develop a path to the future is to connect 
the dots from our past experiences and note patterns and ways we 
have overcome challenges to arrive at our current situation. (Steve 
Jobs Commencement Address) 

10) When each of you becomes a future “Teacher of the Year” candidate 
(or equivalent honor in your discipline), people will highlight your 
passion, creativity, caring and concern for the students with whom 
you work.  (Various Teachers of the Year news articles) 

 

 


